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War Never Changes
It is interesting to read works of literature that both focus on the same theme yet they can still be very different from each other. Two stories that both center on the theme of war, “Soldier’s Home” and “How to Tell a War Story”, tell a tale of a soldier’s experience after the war is over.  In one story, the soldier describes what he’s experienced since the war, but in the other, the opposite is happening. Both tales have much to say about war.
	“Soldier’s Home”, by Ernest Hemmingway, talks about a soldier, referred to as Krebs despite his real name being Harold, who has come home from abroad without a warm welcome. Judging by the time in which the story said he went to war, he fought in World War 1. The reason for his cold reception coming home is because he stayed in the Rhine for an extra two years past the end of the war until he was finally called back to his home state of Oklahoma. While Krebs wanted to tell people of his experiences in World War 1, no one would sit and listen to him. Being two years late to come home, inhabitants of his hometown have already heard enough war stories and were not interested in more real tales of blood and gore. In desperation, Krebs tried to place himself in stories that other soldiers had experienced yet these fabrications of the truth were similarly uninteresting. Krebs also had a fascination with the pretty girls in town and considered telling some of them his war stories, but then decided against it because he didn’t want to work toward getting a girl of his own. His family must have noticed that he seemed to be sad coming back to the states, so they tried to cheer him up. He would be allowed to drive his dad’s car despite not being able to before he went to war and he was served breakfast in bed. The picture referenced in the beginning of the story illustrates a time he had where he was happy. He probably stayed that extended time in Rhine because he liked the life he was living there. Krebs compares the girls in his town to the ones in France and Germany and it seems he likes the foreign girls more because he didn’t really have to talk to them and unlike his current location, he didn’t have to do much talking to court them. As one last desperate escape to try and live a life similar to the one he had during World War 1, he contemplates going to Kansas City to start his life fresh again and hopefully bring back the good times he had.
	The combination of events that were depicted in “Soldier’s Home” shows how much war can change your view of the world. From the story, it seems like he was sent to war to fight in the war, yet his real memories seem to be related to non-combat situations while he was on tour. When the story reveals the “picture which shows him on the Rhine with two German girls and another corporal,” it is pretty clear that he didn’t just fight while he was away. When Krebs checks out some girls walking down the street, he realizes how he missed the girls he saw in France and Germany, especially the part about not being able to talk to them, due to the language barrier. However, I wonder in the quote after, “it was simple and you were friends,” how could Krebs be actual friends with someone without having communicated with them in some form? The story doesn’t really make any indication of this; however, he could just be in it for a certain type of physical relationship with those girls. Earlier in the story where the photograph was discussed, it also mentioned that “the German girls are not beautiful.” Being so far out in the world, Krebs was seeking female companionship and those foreign girls were the only things he could find. Coming back to Oklahoma and having to actually deal with people before being able to sleep with them would seem like a large annoyance for Krebs. In another part of the story when he mentions that “his lies were quite unimportant” and that people who he told his stories to “were not thrilled by his stories” suggest that he in fact did not see much combat while in war, instead spending time near foreign girls. It is unique that while Krebs did not experience war as many others had, his view on the world was still changed because of what other things he had experienced while on duty.
	“How to Tell a War Story”, one of the chapters in the book “The Things They Carried”, by Tim O’Brien, talks about war also. However, the differences between this story and “Soldier’s Home” is that this story took place during Vietnam and is an excerpt of his experiences back in the war as opposed to Krebs’ experience post-war. This is a gritty tale of violence and actual soldier attitude. Unlike the above story where Krebs seems to have not experienced much during his time in the military, Tim O’Brien saw people getting blown up by landmines and also has an interest in driving home the grittiness by swearing a lot in his story. A part of his story where Rat shoots an innocent water buffalo to maim it instead of just killing because he had to relieve his grief of his friend running over a landmine. He made sure his rifle shots didn’t kill the animal; he just wanted to hurt a living thing. None of the other soldiers reacted to what atrocity Rat was committing. O’Brien also includes a lot of dialogue between him and his fellow soldiers, describing stories of their own within his war story. Interestingly enough, O’Brien actually finds an audience with such a gruesome tale, and one listener even reported that she enjoyed it. People listen to stories that contain action such as O’Brien’s, whereas Krebs’ experiences were boring because he didn’t seem to actually be in combat. 
	In this tale, the author, Tim O’Brien says at the end that this entire work of literature was “a true story that never happened.” While it would be quick to jump to conclusions and say that everything written here is false, the author actually edited what really happened and recited it in a format that gives it a different meaning or in a different chronological order than what happened in real life. When he says “all you can do is tell it one more time, patiently, adding and subtracting, making up a few things to get at the real truth,” this post-processing shows the methods he uses to take stories about war and make them into “love stories” or “ghost stories”. The way this story talks about war shows that stories about war and conflict aren’t just about violence. Even in a scene as emotional as the one where Rat tries to feed some rations to a baby buffalo, likely pretending it was Curt Lemon eating, has significant value. When the buffalo refuses to eat the rations, Rat realizes that this façade will not work and takes the grief of his friend dying out on the baby buffalo. O’Brien illustrates that even in such a heinous act, there is more than just bloodshed, there is also human emotion behind the action. From this same event, another statement regarding war is revealed. With the entire group sitting around and having such a brutal event taking place, no one was even fazed. After those events, Sanders just took out his yo-yo and said “Garden of Evil. Over here, man, every sin’s real fresh and original.” This is just sarcasm and what this shows is that when a person goes to war, especially one as strange as the Vietnam War, the way their moral code is programmed becomes different. Soldiers experience so many things while in war, some terrible, that they become desensitized to what is right and what is wrong. No one stopped Rat from mutilating the buffalo because they understood the pain he was going through and it surely was not the worst thing they had seen while serving.
	While many stories about war exist, each piece of literature can vary wildly in scope. In the story “Soldier’s Home”, the focus is more on the effects on a soldier while experiencing things that had little to do with combat, while the other story, “How to Tell a True War Story” illustrates how war and combat can change what a person can deem right or wrong and also see the reasoning behind why a soldier does what he does. War may change soldiers, but war, war never changes. 
